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census untouchables classified as a separate class. Sikhs may
remain as such in perpetuity, so may Mohammedans, so may Euro-
peans Will untouchables remain untouchables in perpetuity?
I would far rather that Hinduism died than that untouchability
lived. Therefore, with all my regard for Dr. Ambedkar, and for
his desire to see the untouchables uplifted, with all my regard for
his ability, I must say in all humility that here the great wrong
under which he has laboured and perhaps the bitter experiences
that he has undergone have for the moment warped his judgment.
It hurts me to have to say this, but I would be untrue to the
cause of the untouchables, which is as dear to me as life itself,
if I did not say it. I will not bargain away their rights for the
kingdom of the whole world. I am speaking with a due sense of
responsibility, and I say that it is not a proper claim which is
registered by Dr. Ambedkar when he seeks to speak for the whole
of the untouchables of India. It will create a division in Hindu-
ism which I cannot possibly look forward to with any satisfaction
whatsoever. I do not mind untouchables, if they so desire, be-
ing converted to Islam or Christianity. I should tolerate that,
but I cannot possibly tolerate what is in store for Hinduism if
there are two divisions set forth in the villages. Those who
speak of the political rights of untouchables do not know their
India, do not know how Indian society is today constructed, and
therefore I want to say with all the emphasis that I can command
that, if I was the only person to resist this thing, I would resist
it with my life.

Indian Round Table Conference  (Second Session) .   Proceedings of Federal Structure
Committee and Minorities Committee, Vol. I, pp  543-4

205.   SPEECH AT WESTMINSTER SCHOOL*

LONDON,
November 13,  1931

At the present moment the Conference seems to have fizzled
out and there seems to be no ray of hope in the impenetrable
gloom But some of your great men are trying their best to
avoid a catastrophe. If they fail and if the Conference ulti-
mately ends in a fiasco, as I fear it will, there will be thousands

1 Extracted from. Mahadev Desai's "London Letter". No other report of
the speech is available.